
Summer 
Schools 

Sustainable Health 
Working towards a new, better normal after COVID-19
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Where does COVID-19 come from and was 
it avoidable in the first place? What are its 
connections with the Black Lives Matter movement, 
and why do minority groups experience worse 
outcome after infection? What has been the role 
of health systems in coping with the pandemic? 

After answering all these questions, we 
will discuss potential answers to the most 
important one: what should the ‘new, better, 
normal’ after COVID-19 look like?

The answer to this question depends heavily on 
how we want to define health, overcoming the 

concept of health as a commodity, advocating 
for it to be sustainable. Sustainable health 
is a new concept based on the principles of 
preventive medicine and sustainable health 
systems, equitably distributed in populations, 
and in harmony with the planet we live on, in 
order to maintain and improve the health of 
the generations to come. During the summer 
school, this concept will be explored in detail 
exploring the interconnectedness of preventive 
medicine, planetary health, social determinants 
of health and international governance.

This summer school in Sustainable Health will 
accompany the students in a philosophical, 
scientific, and social journey, which will enable 
them to explore the interconnectedness of 
many contextual factors in relation to health. 
From structural racism to the Amazon forest 
burning, from the financing of health systems 
to the international laws regulating asylum, 
students will reflect on the complexity and 
interdependence of the many aspects of the 
current situation, imagining a new, better 
normal after COVID-19 to advocate for.
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> Academic coordinator

> Fees

> Target audience

> Language of instruction

> Application deadline

> More information

Dr. Valentina Gallo

Fees are calculated as 1/100th of the GDP per capita 
in 2019 in $ in the country where the student lives 
and works, as reported by the World Bank (https://
data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.PCAP.CD) 
converted in Euros.

Students who hold an MSc, PhD students and above 
with a background in life sciences, natural sciences 
or social science who are interested in getting an 
interdisciplinary experience 

English

31 May 2021

SustainableHealthSummerSchool@rug.nl

www.rug.nl/summerschools
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